EDITORIAL AND OPINION

USDA PUTTING BEEF INDUSTRY'S INTERESTS FIRST (121 N.Y. Times 

5/8) 

An editorial says that at a time when USDA "should be bending over 

backward to reassure consumers" about the safety of the beef supply, "it keeps taking actions that suggest more concern with protecting the 

financial interests of the beef industry than with protecting public 

health."  It cites the "incomprehensible" decision to deny a meatpacker 

permission to test all its slaughter cattle for BSE, and says USDA now "has been caught refusing to test a cow that collapsed at a slaughterhouse in Texas."  

It also notes the Department's decision to expand the range of 

beef products that could be imported from Canada, a move that was "stopped short by a lawsuit."  The editorial concludes that while there is no evidence that BSE has invaded American cattle, "no one can be confident if the Department remains so blatantly protective of the American meat industry 

."

