Dear AFGE Leaders:

Schedule Highlights – Week of February 23, 2004

1. Meeting with Trumka

Had a good meeting with AFL-CIO Secretary-Treasurer Rich Trumka. Briefed him on the proposed changes in personnel and labor relations for DHS and DoD.  The Secretary-Treasurer offered to help in several key ways.  

2. Testimony on DHS Proposed System

 I testified before a joint hearing of the Senate Governmental Affairs Committee and the House Government Reform Committee about the proposed regulations for the new DHS personnel system. The hearing was attended by Republicans and Democrats from both subcommittees, and I believe our statement was well received.  We also got a great deal of press on the issue from various publications that are following the story.  Check out our testimony; it is available on the web site.

3. DHS briefings and DoD Meetings

Met with DHS and OPM officials to ask clarifying questions on the proposed regulations.  We are in the phase of developing our comments and written recommendations.  

AFGE’s General Counsel Roth, OLMR Director Kete, and a number of DEFCON Representatives along with 20 other unions met with DoD officials for two full days asking DoD to explain their proposed Labor Management Relations system and why.  It was a highly contentious meeting with DoD refusing to offer any rationale.  But all the unions are united.  I met with the AFGE contingent afterwards.  Detailed information on DoD is on the web site.  DoD proposed regulations are expected for all pieces, not just labor relations, in April with implementation on October 1, 2004.  Let’s get in the workplaces and organize the employees now!    

4. Speech on DHS and DoD

Gave a speech before the American Bar Association on DHS and DoD.  However, in my remarks, I painted a bigger picture of the American freedoms, rights, and protections that are being removed one by one, including our civil service rights and union rights, under the false pretense of terrorism.  American fears are being manipulated by this Administration to take away American freedoms and rights.  We need to have people begin to look at the whole pattern of the activity, not just one isolated right at a time.  

Best wishes,

John Gage

National President 

