USDA INFIGHTING MAY HAVE LED TO MISSED BSE TEST FOR TEXAS COW 

(109

Washington Post, AP 5/7-5/10) Infighting between the Food 

Safety and Inspection Service and the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service led to the mixup at the Lone Star Beef slaughterhouse in Texas where a sick cow was processed for swine feed rather than tested for signs of BSE, an official of the slaughterhouse said.  

The cow passed an initial visual inspection by an FSIS veterinarian, but the vet later saw the animal stumble and collapse, a possible sign of BSE infection.  Lone Star vice president Burley Smith said the vet condemned the animal as unfit for human consumption, and recommended to an APHIS regional director that samples from the cow's brain be tested.  But the regional director told the vet not to test the cow, Smith said, and it was taken to a rendering plant, where it was approved by the Food and Drug Administration for use in swine feed.

A USDA spokesman acknowledged "some confusion" about the protocol, but

denied infighting was the problem. 

BSE TESTING TO EXPAND; VENEMAN SAYS "LIKELIHOOD" OF MORE CASES 

(110

Sacramento Bee 5/8) Nearly six months after the nation's first case of BSE was discovered in Washington state, USDA is finally expected to 

launch an expanded testing program in June.  Secretary Veneman, along 

with other USDA and industry officials, insist the meat supply is safe, despite critics who say the government still isn't doing enough to protect consumers.

Nevertheless, Veneman said Friday she wouldn't be surprised if the expanded testing program ends up finding more infected animals.  Current plans call for testing up to 400,000 animals for BSE over 12 to 18 months.  Some lawmakers have suggested that as many as 3 million to 4 million of the 35 million cattle slaughtered every year must be tested to assess the health of the nation's herds.  "There is certainly a likelihood we will find more (diseased) cows," Veneman said during a conference on food safety sponsored by the Consumer Federation of America.

USDA RESISTS MEATPACKER'S CALL FOR BSE TESTS (111 Kansas City 

Star 5/10)

The article looks at varying perspectives on USDA's decision to 

Deny Creekstone Farms permission to test all its slaughter cattle 

for BSE.

Federal regulators fear Creekstone's plan would raise unfounded 

Suspicions about meat from other companies, and would be a misuse of food safety measures for marketing purposes.  The mainstream beef industry says Creekstone's testing plan would imply danger where virtually none exists.

Many smaller operators wonder what harm can be done by going 

the extra mile to win over an increasingly finicky marketplace.  Small 

operators say the government's stance reveals USDA as less a watchdog for food safety and more a lapdog to big beef interests.  A USDA spokesman says testing should be for animal health surveillance rather than for marketing reasons.

CREEKSTONE'S CRUSADE DIVIDING CATTLEMEN (112 Louisville Courier-

Journal,

Ky. 5/7) Creekstone Farms' crusade to test all its slaughter 

cattle for BSE is dividing American cattlemen over a bigger free-enterprise question:

Should the government allow a private company to test cattle to 

satisfy its customers, even if the outcome might mean higher costs for 

small and large farmers in the long run?  The article goes on to look at the impact on Creekstone of the loss of its Japanese market, and at other meat processors that are considering following Creekstone's example in applying for approval for 100 percent testing.  It also looks at the position of the mainline beef industry in opposition to the private testing proposals.

CREEKSTONE MAY ASK OK FOR JAPAN TO TEST FOR BSE (113 Reuters 

5/7) Kansas

meatpacker Creekstone Farms has offered to allow Japanese officials to test U.S. cattle for BSE in order to resume beef sales overseas, the 

company's chief executive said Friday.  Creekstone is considering several ideas to accommodate its Japanese clients after USDA last month denied the company's request to independently test for BSE.  "We'd like the Japanese potentially to come over and operate our laboratory," said Creekstone chief executive officer John Stewart.  "We would consider our laboratory an extension of the Japanese government or an extension of our trading partners."  Stewart said he believes USDA will reject the idea of allowing Japanese officials to test U.S. cattle.

NEW JERSEY FINDS NO EVIDENCE OF CJD CLUSTER (114 N.Y. Times 

5/8, wires 5/7)

Health officials from the federal government and New Jersey 

said Friday there is no evidence that Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease killed 17 patrons and employees of a race track in the 1980s and early 1990s.  The state health commissioner said an investigation into the deaths had found no cases of CJD, the human form of BSE.  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention issued a statement agreeing that "no evidence supports the conclusion that the race track-associated deaths were causally linked" with contaminated meat.  The New Jersey woman whose research led to the investigation dismissed the report, saying the state has not done a thorough investigation and is downplaying the issue.  See AgNews 3/29 #107-108.

FDA SAYS BSE FEED RULES NOT YET READY (115 Reuters 5/7) 

The Food and Drug Administration has not yet finalized long-awaited rules to prohibit cattle blood and poultry litter from U.S. cattle feed as a precaution against BSE, an agency spokeswoman said Friday.  FDA in late January announced a series of new safeguards to protect the food and feed supply from BSE.  The agency said at the time it would swiftly publish detailed rules to carry out the changes.  The spokeswoman said Friday the agency does not have a specific timeline for publishing the new rules.

